
Should I be looking for 
uniforms and supplies?

Although school uniforms are not
required, navy blue, red, white and
khaki are the school colors. Franklin
shirts and other merchandise will be
available for purchase.

California law provides that school
districts furnish students with
necessary school supplies. Your
child's teacher may create a "wish
list" of items to supplement special
projects. Donations of this type are
completely voluntary.

A  backpack, refillable water bottle,
and snack/lunch are all you need to
make your child's first day a success.
(sunscreen and hats are also good
for recess outdoors; staff may NOT
apply sunscreen..)

School supplies, 
conferences, and 

class size
What are class size ratios?
In GUSD, the class size average is 24:1 in grades K-3 and 36:1 
in grades 4-6. Combination classes are created when a grade 
level has too few students to meet the class size average. For 
example, 4th and 5th grade students may be assigned to the 
same teacher to make up a class that works within the 
average. Student placement in combination classes takes 
into consideration a variety of factors to create the most 
balanced and effective learning environment for all students 
(GUSD Board Policy 6152).

Students in combination classes retain their respective 
grade-level assignments and maintain their grade-
specific curricula. Teachers are trained in 
differentiating instruction to support all students and 
as often as possible, will choose grade level standards 
that overlap to build continuity across the grade 
levels.  Teachers may also meet with small groups of 
students to individualize instruction when working on 
specific learning targets.. Teachers keep all students on 
pace with GUSD instructional expectations for each 
grade level. 

Planning time is available for teachers to collaborate 
and support one another with combination classes. 
Franklin upper grade students rotate to grade level 
specific classes during English instructional periods 
(which also prepares students for the middle school 
schedule).

Additionally, through the incredible support of our 
school's foundation (BFEF), classes receive support 
through target language speaking interns and 
assistants which reduces the student to teacher ratio 
and provides students with additional language and 
curriculum support. 

Your child’s teacher will provide additional information 
about combination class and the upper grade rotation 
schedule at Back to School Night. 

Will my child's teacher 
contact me for a parent 
conference?
At the end of the first trimester, 
kindergarten teachers will schedule a 
parent conference for each of their 
students. This conference is in lieu of a 
trimester report card and provides 
important information about your 
child's progress.  

Teachers of all grades may schedule 
parent conferences as needed and 
parents may also request a parent 
conference with their child's teacher. 

https://www.gusd.net/cms/lib/CA01000648/Centricity/Shared/AR_BP_FOLDER/BP-6152-ClassAssignments.pdf
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A796d54a8-073d-4f5d-a0fe-e0a302505495

